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Why we got involved...
In Our School We Have Noticed:

● People have been offended by sexist comments or jokes that degrade women 
or men. 

● Stereotypes and gender-based “norms” are imposed on females and males.
● We have been concerned by the language that is often used.
● People are against feminists



Gender-based social dynamics at 
CCS Middle School
(based on our observations at school)



Discuss
● What gender based dynamics do you notice at your school?
● Do people do similar things to what happens at our school?



We want students to be aware of

● Language/ “jokes” that people use
○ For example: bossy vs leader, sissy, slut, responses to physical activity

● Stereotypes about perceived skill ability in certain areas 
● Emotion vs Rationality 

○ Males are perceived as less emotional, females less rational

● Use of clothing, make-up, and hairstyle 



What CCS Students Said  



Middle School Survey Results
44% of our middle school knew the definition of feminism. 

27% of students had experienced hurtful comments about their gender in the first 
three months of school. 

12% of students admitted to saying a hurtful comment towards someone's gender. 



What We Did



Lessons with 5th and 6th graders 

This is what we talked to 5th and 6th graders about:

● They came up with stereotypes about gender that some of them hadn’t noticed 
before.

● We asked them “What are the characteristics society wants girls to have?” 
● And “What are the characteristics society wants boys to have?”  
● Students started to  discuss gender stereotypes and think of solutions to stop 

those stereotypes. 



Teaching the 5th and 6th Graders

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0Bw8OiemhzBb3TTlmVXJzVG9JZDQ/preview


Definitions



Sex
Either of the two main 

categories (male and female) 

into which humans and many 

other living things are divided 

on the basis of their 

reproductive functions. Sex is 

purely biological.



Gender
 Unlike sex, a person’s gender 

is a socially constructed 

identity assigned to a person 

as a result of their sex. 



Sexism

Sexism is prejudice, stereotyping and 

discrimination based on someone’s sex or gender. 

It can be against women of men.



Feminism

Feminism is also a belief that 
women should be treated 
equally to men without 
taking men’s rights away. 



Gender Equality
“The state in which access to rights or 

opportunities is unaffected by gender.”



“Anti-Equality”
Gender equality is:
● Working towards achieving rights 

to equalize genders.
● The opposite of sexism.

Gender equality ISN’T:
● Giving rights to women or men 

that demolish those of the other 
gender.

● Women or men that feel like they 
need a movement to feel more 
“secure” about themselves or their 
gender. 



What can you do?

● ACKNOWLEDGE the problem

● CREATE a solution 

● TEACH the solution



Gender Equality is not a 
woman’s issue; it is a human 

issue. It affects us all.


